This is a highly selective and incomplete list of cloth and clothing factory fires. All too quickly scrupulous accounts of fatal fires in the recent period disappear from public record and the dead are disrespected as they were in life.
1533 When the Incas had to retreat they left behind llamas and prisoners but burned down whole warehouses full of clothes so that the Spanish invaders did not get hold of them.
1780 One aim of the Tupac Amaru uprising against the Spanish in Peru was the release of Indians forced to work in textile factories, where they were locked in, tied to their looms and were destined for a quick civil death. These factories were burned to the ground.

1795 4 weavers in Cundalore make a straw effigy of an East India Company cloth broker Davie Veerpah Chetty, and burn it in resistance to the demands of the Company.
1812 Machine-breaking weavers calling themselves Luddites, burn down the house of Emanuel Barton, owner of a mill that was ruining them, after three of them had been killed the previous day by armed guards at his Mill in Lancashire, England.
1831 Peasant Producers in the Guandong Province in China burn stores of imported machine-spun silk thread.

1844 Self-employed Silesian weavers in Prussia, suffering wage cuts and disrespect especially from the capitalist cloth merchant Zwanziger, burned down his luxury homes.
1860 Tenant farmers in Bengal, forced to grow indigo refused to plant any more, and burned down the British factories that processed the plants into dye in Bengal, India.

1860 145 people died and more than 160 were injured as a result of a fire in the collapse of the Pemberton Mill in Lawrence, USA, one was of an 11-year-old girl. 

1893 When the Shanghai Cotton Cloth Mill caught fire in 1893 the British-controlled fire department refused to put out the blaze. It never recovered from the damage and loss.
1896 During a campaign by the nationalist Swadeshi movement in India angered by the colonial destruction of its cloth industry, English clothing was set alight in Mumbai
1907 Following a strike, and then a lock-out by the French owner of its textile factory, the workers, attack and burn down the hated ‘company store’ in Rio Blanco, Pueblo, Mexico.
1907 The Mill of the Cocheo Manufacturing Company producing velvet was burned to the ground in Dover, North East USA. Jobs were then transferred to the cheaper wage South.

1911 146 women seamstresses killed by a fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist factory, New York City, the exit doors locked.

1913 31 die in a fire at the Binghampton Clothing Company, New York, USA.

1941 41 killed at Booth’s clothing factory, Huddersfield, England.

1957 15, mostly women workers, died in a fire at the M. Baer Dress Company, New Haven, USA.

1970 Textile worker Chun Tae-il dies after a self-immolation in protest of working conditions in Seoul, South Korea.

1988 21 young women die at the Greenhill textile Factory, Seoul, South Korea.

1990 32 die in a fire at Saraka Garments Dhaka, Bangladesh 25 of whom were women or children.

1991 72 killed and 47 injured (often crippled for life) at Xinye Raincoat factory, Dongguan City, China.

1993 The Taiwanese-owned Gaofu textile factory in Fuzhon, China is set on fire by sacked women workers who had been accused of theft. One of them was sentenced to death.

1993 188 die and over 500 injured (nearly all women sewing machinists) are killed in a fire at the Kader Toy factory, Thailand.

1994 93 people killed and 160 injured by fire and subsequent building collapse at Yuexin Textile Factory, Zhihai Special Economic Zone, China.

1996 22 killed in a fire at Lusaka garments, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

1997 20 killed in a fire at Jahanara Fashion factory, Narayanganj, Bangladesh.

1997 24 killed in a fire at Shanghai Apparels, Bangladesh.

2000 27 were killed at a textile factory when the building after a fire suddenly collapsed on those who had re-entered in Alexandra, Egypt.

2000 23 killed in a fire at Macro Sweater, Dhaka, Bangladesh. It was the third accident in the factory in a year.

2000 12 killed in a fire at Globe Knitting, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

2000 51 people, mainly teenage girls, die in a fire at Chowdury Knitwear, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
2004 7 female workers were killed in a stampede at a garment factory in Mirpir after a transformer blast nearby.
2005 23 killed at Shaan Knitting, Narayanganji, Bangladesh

2005 More than 70 garment workers died at the Spectrum factory in Palashbari, Bangladesh. Textile factory.

2006 6 killed in a fire at the Jamuna Textile mill, Gazipur, Bangladesh.
2006 62 were killed and 100 injured in a fire at KTS Composite, Chittagong, Bangladesh.

2006 Dozens of textile workers were injured in a stampede at the Iman Group of Industries factory in Bangladesh after a transformer explosion.

2006 3 killed and 50 injured at Saiem Fashions, Bangladesh.

2006 6 undocumented Bolivians, four children and two women, die in a fire in a textile sweatshop in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
2007 7 workers were killed in a garment factory in Calcutta, India.

2008 Strikes by textile workers in Egypt are met with police repression and in the fight-back police cars are burned out.

2009 In protest against imported second-hand clothing from the USA, women from the textile workers union burned a scarecrow in the main square of Cochabamba, Bolivia.
2010 21 killed and 20 badly injured at Garib and Garib Sweater factory, Gazipur distric, Dhaka, Bangladesh. 4 workers had been killed there 8 months earlier.

2010 1 killed and 25 injured in a stampede after false fire alarm at Matrix Sweaters, Gazipur.

2010 24 killed in fire as they jumped to their deaths and many more injured or missing at Thats It Sporstwear factory, part of the Ha-Meeem group in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

2011 5 people killed and 2 others injured when an explosion sparked a fire at textile company TK Chemical in Gumi, South Korea.

2011 2 deaths and several injuries at the textile group Unit Gillanden, Akbapur, India.
2011 4 killed in clothing factory Dombivili, Mumbai, India.

2011 Armed police breaks up a demonstration by women garment workers demanding unpaid wages after their factory was burned to the ground in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
2011 2 killed at Kothari Group clothing factory, Sangrur, India.

2012 2 workers were burned to death when a major fire broke out at RK Fashion, Gujarat, India.

2012 The tortured and murdered body of Aminul Islam, a clothing worker activist is found. He had set up interviews for an ABC TV programme in the USA on links between the Ha-Meem group deadly fire and US companies.

2012 262 workers at the Ali Enterprises Baldia factory in Karachi killed in a fire. The factory was making jeans for the German company KiK. Exit doors were locked and windows barred. 
2012 120 workers killed by fire at Tazreen Fashions Ltd, Dhaka, Bangladesh. They had been told to ignore a fire alarm. It produced clothes for Walmart and the US Marine Corps.
2013 7 women were workers killed by fire at Smart Export Garments, Bangladesh. They were making clothes for Inditex, owners of Zara.
2013 the Rana Plaza building in Bangladesh where clothes for 26 brand labels and retailers were produced collapses, causing the deaths of iver a thousand workers, 1,129 to be precise.
